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Scripture - I Samuel 17:1a, 4-11, 19-23.

The odds are against you.

There is no way you can win.

That would be suicide!

Are you crazy?

No way!

All of these are words said or heard in times of impossible odds.  In times when it seems that all is lost.  Have you ever heard these words?  Have you ever said these words?  Well, our story today is one of those times when these words seemed very appropriate.

The setting, according to our Scripture, is at Socoh in Judah.  It seems King Saul is fighting the Philistines and not doing well.  The Philistines have the Israelites 'at bay' and they have a giant weapon.

Goliath of Gath was a huge man by any standards.  The Scripture says he stood 9 feet tall.  Shaquille O'Neil is 7 feet 1 inch.  That means this Goliath was almost 2 feet taller than Shaq!  The Scripture says he had a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing 5,000 shekels.  Now, a coat of scale was worn by warriors up through the Middle Ages.  It's that heavy steel mesh that they wore over their head and body to protect them from spears and arrows.  Kind of like an early 'bullet proof' vest.  This coat of scale was heavy because it was made of steel.  Goliath had one weighing 5,000 shekels.  That would be approximately 125 pounds!  He certainly had to be awful strong to walk around with 125 pounds of steel around his chest.  The iron point on his spear shaft, the Scripture says, weighed 600 shekels. That would be about 15 pounds.  If the spear point weighed 15 pounds, I can't imagine how heavy the whole spear was.  He was a strong man indeed.  Huge in height (remember the average Israelite was probably less than 6 feet tall) and most intimidating.

He had killed many soldiers.  Most of them probably never even got close to him.  In verse 10 he defies the Israelites to send a man to fight him.  The Scripture goes on in verse 11 to say, "Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified."  And in verse 24 the Scripture says, "when the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear".

Have you ever been terrified of someone or something you had to do?

Have you ever had to face a 'Goliath'?

I know I have.

Going to seminary at age 51 is terrifying.  It's frightening to have to read nearly 2,000 pages of text, write 4-6 papers and take 4 final exams in 30 days!

I know if you are honest with yourself, you too would admit you have had to face some Goliath’s in your life and they have been terrifying.  You may be facing one or many now.  We all faced a Goliath in the Covid pandemic.  Some of us may still be facing Goliath’s from the pandemic like loss of a job, the death of a family member or close friend, or loss of a home.  Maybe you are facing a Goliath in family acceptance because of who you are.  Regardless of the Goliath, our God and Jesus are bigger than any of our Goliath’s.  My Goliath was conquerable.  So are yours.  All you have to do is trust Jesus at His word.  All of our 'Goliaths' are no different than the one David faced.  They too, seem strong and unable to be beaten.  But we can learn from David.

While everyone else was terrified, the Scripture says in verse 32, "David said to Saul, 'let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine.  Your servant will go and fight him."  David didn't see 'an undefeatable man of huge proportions'.  Instead, David saw 'an opportunity to show God's power'

So, as the story goes, David went out and met Goliath.  The giant threw spears at him but David dodged them.  Then David bent down, picked up some small smooth rocks and when the time was right, put one in his sling shot and hurled it at Goliath.  It struck him in the forehead - the only unprotected place on his body and killed him.  David then proceeded to cut off his head and take it to Saul.  The Israelites rallied and went on to defeat the Philistines who were demoralized with the defeat of their giant warrior.

David saw 'an opportunity to show God's power' and seized it.  We can do the same.  Our 'Goliaths' are just as conquerable.  All we have to do is trust God to deliver.  And there is the problem.  Most of us cannot trust God to deliver.  For you see, we put man's untrustworthy quality on God so we fail.

What is it that Yoda tells Luke Skywalker in 'The Empire Strikes Back' when Luke fails to lift his X-Wing fighter from the swamp with the Force?  Luke tells Yoda - "lifting rocks is one thing Master but this is entirely different".  To that remark Yoda replies - "No different.  Only different in your mind."  There's a lot of truth to Yoda's statement.  Our unwillingness to trust God to help us defeat our 'Goliaths' is only in our mind.  We must be willing to go out in faith and trust that God will be true to the Creator’s promises.

Jesus said in Matthew 28:20, as He left His disciples and rose into heaven, "And lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age".  Do we really believe that? If we do believe that, we need to live like we believe it.  We need to be willing to step out in faith and let God be our warrior against our 'Goliaths'.

What happened with going back to seminary at age 51?  God got me through it.  I had to trust God to do it.  I've told God many times, 'look Lord, I can't do this alone.  If you want me to go to seminary, I am going to have to rely on your strength to make it'.  I succeeded and did very well because ‘I let go and let God’.

Today, if you have any 'Goliaths' that you need to 'unburden', give them to God.  Trust your Creator and walk in faith.  Let God give you the strength to overcome them and then when you are victorious, you too, like David, will have the opportunity to show God's power.

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

